
 
 

 

 

  

 
ORIENTATION PROGRAMME 2025 

Sunday 2 February to Saturday 8 February 
 

Welcome to Your New Home 
of Whole of Life Education 

 
Welcome to PTC 2025. If you’re returning, welcome home. If you’re new, we look forward to welcoming you 
into our community as you make this your new home. At PTC we are all about ‘whole of life’ education so this 
week’s orientation addresses what you need to get started here. 
 
Orientation Committee: Dr Eci Naisele, Nalini Premadish, Dr Di Rayson, Rev’d Dr Niko Sopepa, WF President, 
SBA President, Kelera Nabouniu. Support Team: Finau and Kini 
 
  
OBJECTIVES of ORIENTATION WEEK  
 
The PTC - PCU transformation demands a holistic, bold educational transformation that is communities focussed and driven 
with passion cocooned in Pasifika theologies, philosophies ,as well as life-affirming belief systems, and values, with vanua 
wisdom to translate its bold vision into concrete action through decisive strategic investment at every level of development 
through its strategic plan (that means you! Our students or ‘Toloa’ are our greatest asset and investment!). 
 
The Pasifika Communities University (PCU) has a bold vision with the Pasifika churches to forge a ‘Whole of Life’ Education for 
Transformation. The vision provides pathways for the Pasifika to harness its vast potential for an alternative way of education 
that should shape a renewed transformative Pasifika household.  
 
This one-week orientation is to help all students and community prepare mentally and spiritually to run the final mile in the 
preparation for the launch of the new university - PCU. The ‘whole of life’ vision, intertwined in the holistic approach of the 
Vanua wisdom, relational ethics and spirituality, demands daring experimentation, with transformative accomplishment, 
forging deep in service of the people of the Vanua, their resilience and upholding our very own Pasifika ways and conviction 
with trust in our God. 
 
In accomplishing the one-week orientation, we are preparing the ground to nurture this vision within the lives of our very own 
people in our communities into full blossom through collaboration and engagement. We are at a juncture where we must 
uphold our values and action for the launch of the long awaited PCU after 5 years (2020-2025) of planning. 



 
 

 

So welcome aboard and welcome to a year of transformation! 
 
What can you expect to get out of this week? 

f  Meet your new community: Faculty, Students, Admin and other support staff and  
find out what they do 
D    Meet all the parts of PTC: the institutes and centres, kindy, library, and extension services 
A             Learn what you need to know about life here: finances, accommodation, safety, health and policies 
D     Learn about diversity in our community: ethnic groups, other faiths, young people, women’s fellowship 
G              Have a chance to explore the knowledge you bring to our community from your own place and ancestors 
J               Celebrate life together in fun, worship, feasting, action, and laughter. 
 

Got Questions? Ask any of the orientation team, faculty, SBA or WF presidents. We’re here to help! 
  

HERE’S THE ORIENTATION PROGRAMME 
Most sessions are in the chapel unless indicated 
 
Sunday 2 February 

6:00 pm WELCOME WORSHIP SERVICE (ENTIRE COMMUNITY) 
 
Followed by refreshments in the Fale provided by PTC 

 
 
Monday 3 February – Day 1 
8:20 am  MORNING DEVOTION – REV’D JAMES BHAGWAN, PCC GENERAL SECRETARY  

  
9:15 am  

 

10:00am 

 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTIONS OF STUDENTS, STAFF, AND FACULTY MEMBERS: Rev’d Marika Bale 
(Chaplain)/Dr Eci (Registrar) 

 
2025 THE YEAR OF UNIVERSITY LAUNCH (STAFF, FACULTY AND STUDENTS): Principal 
• Definition of Whole of Life  
• Brief PCU: Vision, Goals, structure, academic programmes, schools, etc 
• Brief PTC history and university launch 
• Overview of launch activities 
 

11:00am  MORNING TEA (sponsored by Principal’s Family)  
11:30 am  
 
 
 
 
12:15 am 

ACADEMIC MATTERS (ALL STUDENTS AND FACULTY): ACADEMIC DEAN’S OFFICE 
Curriculum, handbook, courses, academic policies, calendar, registration, etc. 
 
Ice breaker: Netani Rika 
 
ACADEMIC DISCIPLINES INFORMATION SESSION (All Students and Faculty): HODs to facilitate  
Introductions, discipline specific information, seminar planning, theses writing, etc.  
Venue: Lecture rooms in the CGSJ (+ JMMC) 

Theology and Ethics (Lecture Rm 1-Hibiscus)  



Biblical Studies (Lecture Room 3- Orchid)  
History of Christianity (Boardroom, JMMC) NB the JMMC is near the tennis court 
Practical Ministry (Lecture Room 2 - Frangipani)  
Ecumenism (Lecture Room 4 - Ti) 

1:00pm LUNCH BREAK 

2:00pm 

3:00pm 

PACIFIC ECUMENICAL COMMUNITY (ALL STUDENTS AND FACULTY) – 
Facilitated by Leaders of PCC Secretariat, SPATS, PTC  
Vision, mission, ecumenical role, structure and governance, etc. 

KINDERGARTEN INFORMATION SESSION (ALL PARENTS WITH CHILDREN TO BE REGISTERED) 
Facilitated by Etina Havea Staff. (Venue: Kindergarten) 

Evening Free
Tuesday 4 February – Day 2 
8:20 am MORNING DEVOTION: 

9:00 am 

10:00 am 

COLLEGE FINANCE (ALL STUDENTS AND SPOUSES): Finance Team, HR 
Finance policies, management processes, fees, etc 

STUDENT HOUSING AND PROPERTIES (ALL STUDENTS): Properties Manager, OHS Chair 
Housing policies, inspections, college properties, complaints and requisitions  

11:00 am MORNING TEA: PTCEE 

11:30 am IT & MOODLE SESSION (ALL STUDENTS AND HEADS OF DISCIPLINES): 
Facilitated by IT staff, Academic Dean 
Moodle system, online pedagogies, IT issues, emails, transition, etc.   
Everything you need to know about computing and IT at PTC 

12:15 pm LIBRARY SESSION AND TOUR (ALL NEW STUDENTS)  
Facilitated by Library Staff (Venue: Library)  
Agenda: library system, catalogue, collection, services, admin tour, etc 

1.00 pm LUNCH BREAK 

2:00 pm REGISTRATION (ALL STUDENTS) Facilitated by Eci Naisele, Kelera (Venue: PTC Fale) 
Community building exercise-play a game and break into small group and get to know each other 
Followed by Student Registration 

3.30 pm ENGLISH PROFICIENCY EXAM (ALL NEW STUDENTS) (Venue: CGSJ Lecture Room 2 
Ms Grace Tora to conduct test for all new students (undergraduate and post-graduate). This is a 
requirement for admission. 



Evening Free 

Wednesday 5 February – Day 3 

8:20 am  MORNING DEVOTION: Family Devotions in your own homes 
If you prefer to worship in company, come to the chapel for an informal worship time 

9:00 am 

10.30 am 

STUDENT SERVICES: Facilitated by Dr. Di: Panel includes Registrar/Deans Office, HR, IT, and 
Finance 

Services available, student IDs, Medical, visa and permits, safety etc 
**Student services interactive session with a panel and Q&A 
All your questions answered 

Icebreaker: Dr Faafetai 

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES AND GUIDELINES (EVERYONE): OHS Chair, Properties Manager, & 
Sereki  

11:00 am MORNING COFFEE and TEA 

11:00 am INSTITUTES AND CENTRES I : RILED, ICIK, CGSJ (ALL STUDENTS): Directors and Managers 
 Agenda: Vision, mission, objectives, academic programmes, projects, transition, etc 

Ice breaker: Casimira Aisake 
12.30 pm INSTITUTES AND CENTRES II : PTCEE, PTC Press, Bookshop: Directors and Staff 

1:00 pm LUNCH BREAK 

2:00 pm COMMUNICATIONS, PROMOTIONS, COMMERCIAL, STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS (ALL STUDENTS) 
Facilitated by Theresa Fox and Marketing Committee  
Relationship building, promotion of PCU, social marketing etc. 

3.30pm STUDENT BODY ASSOCIATION (SBA) MEETING: ALL STUDENTS 

6:00 pm PASTORAL GROUPS EVENING (EVERYONE) Facilitated by Pastoral Group Leaders 

.    
Thursday 6 February – Day 4



8:20 am MORNING DEVOTION 
9:00 am COMMUNITY MEETING AND INFORMATION SESSION: PRINCIPAL 

For all Faculty, Staff, Students 

10:00 am PTC RESEARCH CULTURE (ALL STUDENTS): DR NIKOTEMO with DR BRIAN DUNN, MS GRACE TORA 
Research colloquiums/seminars, KORO research mentoring, thesis writing, completion and 
publishing process etc. 

11:00am MORNING TEA AND COFFEE BREAK 

11:30am STAYING HEALTHY (EVERYONE): SBA SPORTS COMMITTEE, DR DI 

Ice breaker: Dr Afereti 

12.30pm COLLEGE POLICIES AND SAFEGUARDING (ALL STUDENTS, STAFF, FACULTY): HR Manager 
HR policies, safeguarding policies and processes 

1:00pm LUNCH BREAK 

2:00pm COMMUNITY BUILDING (ALL STUDENTS, FACULTY) 
INTERFAITH AND INTERCULTURAL EXPLORATIONS: Rev’d Marika and Dr Brian 
Value systems, customs, religious observances and texts 

3.00pm WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP MEETING (ALL FEMALE STUDENTS, FACULTY, STAFF AND SPOUSES): WF 
Executive 

7.30pm YOUTH FELLOWSHIP MEETING (ALL YOUTH MEMBERS): Youth Fellowship Executive, Rev’d Tupou 
Lino (Youth Mentor), Principal (in Chapel) 

Friday 7 February – Day 5 
8:20 am MORNING DEVOTION: PRINCIPAL 

9:30 am NEW STUDENTS RETREAT 
Facilitated by new students working group and President SBA 

11:00 am MORNING TEA (Sponsored by the College) 

Free afternoon to prepare for the evening welcome ceremony 

6.00pm WELCOME DINNER 
OFFICIAL WELCOME DINNER OF NEW STUDENTS, STAFF, FACULTY 
(sponsored by College, RILED and MAIC) 
Facilitated by Fiji Ethnic group, SBA and WF executives, Finance, RILED and MAIC 
OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF REGIONAL INSTITUTE FOR LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT (RILED) 



 
 

 

OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF MISSION AND INTERFAITH CENTRE (MAIC) 

 
 

Saturday 8 February – Day 6 
 

6:00am – 
10:30am  

COMMUNITY WORK DAY (WHOLE PTC COMMUNITY): Facilitated by SBA and WF 
Executives 
Lali will be beaten, gather at the Fale 6 am ready for cleaning, gardening, and other 
community tasks. 

 
10:30am MORNING TEA (Faculty Members) 

  
Notes:   

• New students, families, especially non-residential, can get more information about each 
session by requesting through Dr. Eci Naisele eci.naisele@ptc.ac.fj    

• See also the e-copy of the College Information Guide 2025 and the website: www.ptc.ac.fj for 
more information.   

Acronyms:  

• BS  Biblical Studies 
• CGSJ  Centre for Gender and Social Justice 
• CWM  Council for World Mission 
• EC  Ecumenism 
• FCC  Fiji Council of Churches 
• HC  History of Christianity 
• HR  Human Resources  
• ICIK  Institute for Climate and Indigenous Knowledge   
• IT  Information Technology  
• ITAC  Information Technology Advisory Committee  
• KORO  Knowledge Of Research and Orientation 
• MAIC  Mission and Interfaith Centre 
• OHS  Occupational Health and Safety  
• RILED  Regional Institute for leadership and Development 
• SBA  Student Body Association  
• SOTE  School of Theology and Ecumenism 
• SPATS  South Pacific Association of Theological Schools  
• PCC  Pacific Conference of Churches  
• PCU  Pasifika Communities University 

http://www.ptc.ac.fj/
http://www.ptc.ac.fj/


 
 

 

• PM  Practical Ministry 
• PTC  Pacific Theological College  
• PTCEE  Pacific Theological College Education by Extension  
• TE  Theology and Ethics 
• WF  Women’s Fellowship  
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