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Global  Context - VAWG

33% Of adolescent girls report their first 

1 out 

of 2

of women globally have 

Experienced sexual or physical violence

1 out 

of 3

Women killed were killed by their 

partners or family 

33% Of adolescent girls report their first 

sexual experience as being forced   

45-

55%
women experiencing sexual harassment 

since age of 15 in EU  

1 out of 3 women experience violence worldwide. 

2 out of 3 women experience violence in the Pacific. 



Pacific Context - VAWG

43% sexually active youth in Kiribati have 

60%

of women in the Pacific have 

Experienced sexual or physical violence

2 out 

of 3

Women in Samoa who were ever in a 

relationship experienced some form 

of spousal abuse

43% sexually active youth in Kiribati have 

been raped. 39% still feel they 

are vulnerable. 

39%
women experiencing domestic 

violence in Vanuatu have been 

injured as a result. 19% have lost 

consciousness at least once

Violence against women and children is a serious problem across the 

Pacific, thus requiring that access to quality essential services are 

available to support healing and recovery.  





What drives violence across the Pacific

“Men are the ones to 

make decisions while 

women implement the 

decision and if they 

disobey they can be 

beaten” 

Controlling Behavior

Rigidity around gender roles

Violence as a means of discipline 

“When a man comes back from fishing, 

he should be able to see his wife 

waiting on the beach while she is still 

as small as an ant”

Women reported that men are often 

suspicious that their wife is unfaithful, and 

this impacts on their ability to seek 

healthcare: “If you want to use family 

planning your husband will accuse you of 

being unfaithful”

“If a woman experiences violence, 

people in the community usually 

believe she did something to deserve 

it.” Participants reported that this holds 

true even in cases where women have 

been murdered by their partner.



What the data tells us 

About help seeking behaviors

We know that most women don’t receive 

the help they need

89% women in Samoa never sought help.

Violence not considered ‘serious’ enough.

Fear or threats and more violence

80% women in the Pacific live in rural

communities. Services are often based 

in capital cities.

70%
of women in Solomon Islands who 

experienced rape or physical violence 

from an intimate partner never sought 

help

Fear or threats and more violence

Embarrassed, ashamed, afraid she would 

not be believed

Fear of losing relationship or children



Faith is at the heart of Pacific life. 

Faith Leaders are powerful allies 

in changing the social norms that 

condone violence against women 

and girls.

Key Partners in Stopping Violence: Faith Leaders

“It is time for the church to also 

speak out against the injustices 

in society, violence in all its 
forms and especially gender-forms and especially gender-
based violence” 

Reverend Sereima Lomaloma, 
Anglican Diocese of Polynesia and Trustee 

for House of Sarah


